Integrated Intelligence, Defence and Security Solutions

(ooeP RUSSIA MONITOR

April 2021




RUSSIA MONITOR

April 2021
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Levds of RiskProbability: H - High M ¢ Medium; L¢ Low.

RUSSIAPassing the point afon-return in dealing with political opposition (neutralizing the
Navalni movement, actually outlawing any kind of political oppositidérgmlin willcontinue
an unabated repression of political oppositi regardless of West warnings because
September electoral electiorare too important to take any chances. Kremhnill be more
cautious in dealing with protesterthus hoping to avoid some of the Wesn criticism,but
ruder in covered repressioof maincentresof resistanceKremlin will try to takesomesocial
measures in order to reduce é¢hgrievances of the populatioeconomy will remain the main
concern of the Kremlin and cautious steps willtaken in order to maintain macroeconomic
stability. (H to M)

RUSSIA BJROPEANSoscow will try toavoidfurther tension inrelation with EUbut will
not negotiate its innel,Jl2 t AGAOLE LRfAOED® LG gAftt 2yfte |y
decisiongo expelRussian diplomats and imposanctions on Russian officiaussias eager
to avoid aEuropean Magnitsky Laand new Europeaneconomic sanctionsln Ukraine,
Kremlinwill maintain incertitude and will continue to pressure Kiev. No cease freeagent
is in sight and Zelenski proposals to include US in NormandyaFarthbe strongly rejected.
Kremlin will accuse US for the new behavior of the Europ&amards it(Hto M)

RUSH\ / US Relations will be dominated by the perspectivelo future meeting between
US and Russia presidents. The messages and actionenofirKwill preparethe Russian
positionfor this meeting, being known thKremlinstrategyof extracing concessions atuch
faceto-face meetings. MairRussianpoints willbe: 1) Arms Control, Russia looking for an
agreement on starting negotiation for a neMEW START treabyt involvingalso USABM
defense systems; 2) Some recognition of its self dedlasphere of influence, mainly in
Ukraine, but also US acceptance ofavRussia has already achievedBlaruss 3) Political
situation in Russia will not be accepted to be discussed; 4) Any other problem (Syria, Libya,
Iran, Afghanistan) will be negable if and only if US will concedetire first three points. In
this regard, there will be somstabilizationof the RussidJS relations, but at a level full of
multiple incertitude and hostile actionddowever, Russia will avoid strikes si&blarWinls.
Especially the economic filed will be protected of any kind of featition (H to M)

Russia will not take hostile measures agaWWssterncompanies. However, the diplwatic
difficulties will make Westereconomic activities in Russia more difficult. Kremlin will remain
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deeply concerned about new Western economimxa®n and will avoidany economic
al yOuAzy GAHIOM)KS YA NNE NE

KeyPolitical and Securitfgvents
| RUSSIA

¢ dffiGial end of Navalnii political movementRussia adds Naval@yregional campaign
offices to\&xtremisnflist. Russi@ financial monitoring agency sqB0D.04)it had added jailed
Kremlin critic Alexei Nav&yQ network of regional campaign offices to a lisbojanizations
Ay @2t SR Ay & S NNReAIt Mavalny sA(®.08)they Wdtedisbandiag the
network as the authorities sought toan them. A Moscow court is also considering whether
to declare Navaln@ AntiCordzLJG A 2y C2 dzy R I { A 2aytulig Ghat Would @i&E (G NB Y .
Russian authorities the power to jail activists and freeze bank accounts.
Assessment- Democracy ideingoutlawed in Rusia. Thisis the last step in the process of
banning patical 2 LJLJ2 & A {THe Puyin®egiifig will not tolerateany kind ofreal political
oppositionor Westerninterference intsinner policyat least till September electiong)

Putin gives to the peole some money, butany economicchange In his (21.@) stateof-
the-nation speech Putinpromised a recovery from the coronavirus and its economic effects,
cash payments for stiggling citizens, more housing and infrastructusat no fundamental
economc change or reform.

Assessment- As ratings for the ruling partgould pose trouble in September parliamentary
vote, Kremlin is seeking for stability, throwing social money, but avoiding any reform that could
generate instability or negative reaction I'h Halfway sociececonomic measuresvill be
implemented (as higher oil prieee bringingmore moneywith immediate social impagcbut
necessaryeconomicreform measuresombined with astimulus packet fothe productive
middle class withot be implementedM)

I RUSSIA EUROPE

RUSSIA UKRAINERussia said it will start pulling back troops from Crimea and the border
with Ukraine. Defense Minister Sergei Shoigaid (22.04)that the units deployed to the
border area had shown their capabilitiescaghould return to their regular positions by May
1. Howe\er, some military equipment would remain. Shoigu had calledbilnéd-up a test of
0KS wdzaaAiAly YAfAGINEQAa NBIRAYySa&aa YR Iy lyasg
Assessment~ Russia step back from the brink of maith Ukraine ending a major
demonstration of forcelhRegardless of this step, tH@amocles swor@f Russia military
threat will continue to hang ovefiev Moscow couldise military threat again when it will
deem it necessaryM to L)

w ! { GENTRAL EUROPEe unending vortex dR A LJf 2eXduldibasrherevelations
about explosionat two ammunition depotsn 2014 allegedly executed by GRU operatives
have caused a huge rift in Mosc@uties with the Czech Republiot only a great numbers
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of Russia diplomats were declared persona non grata aoschiv retaliated with expulsion
of more Czech diplomats, but also a limit was imposed on the number of embdgs@sats.

In solidarity with Czech Republic, Slovakia, Baltic States, Poland and Romania expelled Russia

diplomats and Moscow retortedBulgaran prosecutors said (28.04) that that there is a
GNBI a2yl of Sthdtthederpisdidnsiafglié warehouses and production faciliiies
Bulgaria between 2011 and 2020 are connected to the poisoning of Bulgarian arms deale
Emilian Gebrev in 2015 arnlle explosion at Czech ammunition depots in 20connection

with this,Bulgaria expelled another Russian diplonTdte Kremlin complained aimass anti
Russian psychosis

Assessment¢ KA & AG Aa (GKS aINBIFGSad ¢ @S 2F RALX 2

relations between Russia and former communist countries to a new low. Russia is accused of

executing terrorist acts & killing people on tkeil of these countrieslh Deep cooling of
relations of Moscow with Central Europe countries and revelations coatehue.

US could have a say the processHowever, Kremlin will suspeittat US is encouraging the
Europeans tanvestigate thee crimes and tdake a hard stand toward theniH to M)

w | { UK Llondonimposes(27.04)first sanctions from Magnisky Law, mcluding 14
Russiansin thisfirst round of sanctions under its new global actrruption regime UK froze
assets and imposerestrictions on 14 individua from Russiaa§ well as eight others from
different parts of the worlgl The 14 Russiawere hit with sanctions for their involvement in
corruption uncovered by the lat&ergei MagnitskyBritish Foregn Secretary Dominik Raab
&l A R siwkH olir Global Human Righganctions approach, the aatbrruption sanctions
are not intended to teget whole countries owhole peoples, but rather tget the individuals
who are responsible, and should be held responsible, for graft and the cronies who support
or benefit from ther corrupt acé £
Assessment~ UK is the first European country to implement suclove, first voted and
implemented in the Uternational financial criminal activities protected by the Russian state
havetaken a blow.MMoscow will react angrilynot with financal sanctions against London,
but by amplifyingand extending sucfinancialillegal activities. Washing illegal money is a
must for the Russian political elite. Pressure on European Council &irtdakemeasues will
rise, especially from the Europeaarkament (H to M)

RUSSIA BJROPEAN UNIORussia has imposed (30.04) an entry bamPresident of the
European Parliament David Sassalice President of the European Commissifor Values
and Transparacy Vera JourovaBerlin chief prosecutor Jorg Raupach afieke more citizens
of EUnations¢ KS YSI adzNB ¢l a GF 1Sy Ay NBaLRyasS (2
six Russian national&U institutions and EU member statéstrondy rejected and fimly
condemned this decision, which was purely politically motied ard lacks any legal
2dzZAUATFAOLI GUA2YE D
Assessment This unjustified sanctions are without precedent and represent a new political
low in the European relation with MoscowhSuch Russian answers will unite Europeans in
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their stand againstMoscow The gap will deepen as Europeans have to punish Russian
involvement in various criminal activities in Europe (already at the level of terrorist(atts)

Il RUSSIA UNITEDSTATES

t dz Ay | yy 2 dzy O Reéssian kieign polidyy siadinual speech to the nation
(21.04),+f  RAYANJ tdziAy ¢ NYSR FT2NBA3IAYy O2dzyiNASa
threatened them with artasymmetric, fast and harshiesponse if tley crossed what Russia
regards as itéred linesd® ¢ KS&aS GNBR fAySaé¢ gAraftft 06S RSTAYS
Assessment Vladimir Putin considered that it is the time to take such stand which not only
rejects international right and democratic principles blsotry to legalizeRussian hybrid (and
arbitrary) approach to foreign policdS arethe main target, being seen by Kremlin as the
most importantadversarylh ! Olidzr t f @ 3 t dziAy Attt F@2AR (2 R
trying to continue his paty of ambiguity (between covertly breaking the international low and,
in the sane time, invoking it), but he had send an answer to Biden policy toward &us/ho
asks for accountabilityRussia will accuse US for the new Western united position against it,
especial that of the European($i to M)

In hisaddress to Congres®9.04),PresidentBidensenta warning signato Kremlin. dWith
regardto RUB AIYX RS OSNE Of SINJ G2 tdziAy GKFEG 6SQNS
actions will have consequeadf they turn out to be trueAnd they turned out to be true, so |
NBEaLR2YRSR RANBOGf& YR LINPLR2NIA2YS dnfithe G2 wd
cyberattacks on augovernment and our busines§hey did both of these thingasnd | told
them we would respond, and we have.dzi ¢S OlFy | faz2 O0O22LISN}GS
interest. We did it when we extended the New START Treatyonnucldbelv &> | YR &
working to do it on climate chang®ut he understands we will respoaidSecretary of Stat
Antony Blinkenreiterated (03.05)Y &t NB & A R Shéen veryAcRas yor aKidng time,
including before he was president, that if Russia choosesttoecklessly baggressively, wi
respond.But we®e not looking to escalateNe would prefer to have a more stableore
predictable relationshipAnd if Russia moves that direction, so will weUS ardooking for a
more stable more predictable8 f | G A 2y a KA LX &

Assessment President Biden senbt only a warning, but alseaffirmeda policy. Russia has
to behave or US will retaliate even if Washington is looking for a modus vivendi, one in
conformity with international lowlhUSwill continue to send such regages Moscow will
answer in kind but with its owproposalswarnings andaccusationsA modus vivendi will not
be foundeasily. ie American onavill not be accepted by Russia because it meanend of
an aggressive bugfficient foreign policyln theend, Kremlin does not want@Y 2 NB & G 0 f ¢
Y2NB LINBRAOG Ias UBoeNBtO MG A2y & KA LJE

[ 2 2 1 &myeaingfhat Ndm different perspectivedresident Joe Biden saf@@t.05)he
hopes to hold his proposed summit with his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, during his
planned trip to Europe in JuiYeThét is my hope and expectationVe®e woNJ Ay 3 2y A
Putin® top foreign policy aide, Yury Ushakov, has said (25.0&) planning for ameeting

&
S¢
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@
between the two presidents was under waydune is being named, there are even concrete

dates¢ Ushakov said on April 2Russian SecurityoGncil ®cretary Patrushev discussed by

phone with Bide® assistant the topic of the meeting of the leaders of the two countries.
Assessment Afaceto-face meetingoetween the two presidenis becoming a reality, which

Ay AGaSt T NBLINE &S yérte.MPufindgIbSkingifdr Such aim2edirly bdeause R S U
it will signify his comindpack on the international arena. Putin h®ping to extract some
concessiorfrom Biden, especially regarding Ukraine and other countries from self declared
wdza & A Iy dldehd S NaBgUBS fti-dalistic missilelefense. Both parts will continue

to take appropriate actions with the aim strengthentheir positions at the negotiating table.

Antony Blinken will visit Ukraine to show solidarity after the Russian militavgsiRussia will

blame US for many real or imaginpdnishingactionsagainst it (H to M)

i/ RUSSIAThe U.S. Embassy in Russia is set to cut its staff by 75 percent and, starting
May 12, reduce consular services after Moscow announced it would restacifjn missions
from employing local staff The announcement came as the Ud#Bd several European
countries expelled Russian diplomats over the past mamti Moscow decided to limit the
YydzYoSNJ 2F wdzaaiAly OAGAT Sya ¢2NNWMYEE A2 2YYoil2
announced
Assessment- It is one of the greatest cut in US stuff insBla, strongly affecting consular
servicesI'hPersonal and business contacts will became more difficult as the capacity of US
consulates in Russia wdiminish US willbeon® (i 2LJ 2F GKS aft Aa@ 2F dzy
to M)
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Integrated Intelligence, Defence anBecurity Solutionsis a Romanian think
m tank that promotes, supports, develops and disseminates guidelines,
|2 DSZ analyzes, policies and strategies; organizes customized forms of culture and
O\J education; as well as research and innovation activities in the fields of
security, defewge and intelligence.
I2DS2is a community of action and willingness, which activatesthe area ofsecurity,
defence, and intelligence, following an active and +pamtisan approach to facilitate the
knowledge, communication, and cooperatiobetween public and private actors with
concerns and interests thesefields of reference.
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